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The Bills Committee on Supplementary Medical Professions (Amendment) Bill 2025

Legislative Council

9 April 2025

Dear Members of the Bills Committee,

Subject: Concerns Regarding the Supplementary Medical Professions

(Amendment) Bill 2025 from Hong Kong Physiotherapists’ Union

We are pleased to see the formation of the Bills Committee on the Supplementary
Medical Professions (Amendment) Bill 2025, which represents a significant step in

enhancing healthcare access in Hong Kong.

As the Hong Kong Physiotherapists' Union (HKPU), we would like to express our
support for the proposed framework that allows patients to access physiotherapy
services without a doctor's referral under specific circumstances. This initiative is

crucial for improving patient access to timely and effective care.

However, we urge the committee to consider the following important points to ensure

the successful implementation of this reform:

1. Terminology of Clinical Protocols*
We recommend using the term "guidelines" instead of "protocols" when referring
to health conditions for direct access to physiotherapists (PTs) and occupational

therapists (OTs). Guidelines are more flexible and allow for professional



EEYMEAEMES

T3 7 F DT . iy _iw e S
Hong Kong Physiotherapists’ Union
info@hkpu.org www.hkpu.org H.K.G.P.O.BOX 889
Tel/Whatsapp: (HK) (852)9565-3294 (China) (86)1867-646-1860

discretion, which is essential in this context.

2. Transparency in Protocol Development
We advocate for enhanced transparency regarding the development of clinical
protocols. We request clarity on the process, including the establishment of
working committees, timelines for publication, and the review of these protocols.
Additionally, information on preliminary protocols available at the time of

publishing the primary care directory of physiotherapists would be appreciated.

3. Timeline for Comprehensive Review
To ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of this vital reform, regular reviews are
imperative. We urge the Health Bureau to provide a clear timeline for the
comprehensive review and revision of the new framework, aiming to serve the

best interests of our patients and maximize benefits in the near future.

We appreciate your attention to these concerns and look forward to collaborating with
Health Bureau on this important initiative to enhance physiotherapy services in Hong

Kong.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Au-Yeung

President
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* According to definition of Hospital Authority:

Document Type Definition Status of
Compliance
Protocols Protocols are mostly employed in clinical setting. It Mandatory

prescribes precisely what must be done and documented in
a particular situation, including an agreed approach and/or

description of roles and responsibilities.

Guidelines A document which contains recommendations for good Good practice
practice. It guides professionals but allows them to

exercise judgement.




