Summary of the Consultation Paper on Physiotherapy Grade Review

In May, Hospital Authority (HA) has delivered a consultation paper on physiotherapy grade review. A new physiotherapy service structure in HA is recommended, the consultation paper is summarized as below.

Key Objectives of the Review

· To explore new roles and responsibilities of physiotherapists with respect to the changing service direction and hence service delivery models in HA.

· To identify the required core competencies at different staffing levels for a compatible ranking structure.

· To re-evaluate the entry requirements to the professional grades in HA, while taking into account the professional qualifications and clinical experience
Scope of Review

To focus and review the existing physiotherapy staff ranks which include PTII, PTI  & Senior Physiotherapist. The clinical, education and management streams of the profession were given consideration after taking references from both local and international physiotherapy development within the context of HA service direction.

Specialization

· In order to enhance clinical effectiveness and evidence-based practice for the benefit of patient service, professional specialization is identified as the cost-effective means to complement clinical specialties.

· A preliminary classification of specialty stream is developed accordingly in the following table.

     Classification of Specialty Stream 

	Specialty Category
	Primary Specialty 
	Secondary Specialty

	Clinical
	Musculoskeletal
	Sports Physiotherapy

	
	
	ManipulativePhysiotherapy 

	
	
	Work Rehabilitation

	
	Cardiopulmonary
	

	
	Neurological
	

	
	Mental Health
	

	
	Geriatric
	

	
	Paediatric
	Neonatal ICU

	
	
	Neurodevelopmental

	
	
	Paediatric Orthopaedics

	
	
	Adolescent Care

	
	Others
	Women’s Health

	
	Others
	Community Rehabilitation

	
	Others
	Acupuncture

	
	Others
	Clinical Research

	
	Others
	Primary Care

	Management
	
	

	Student 

Teaching/Education
	Clinical Education
	


Upgrade of Undergraduate and Postgraduate Qualifications

This leads to physiotherapists with a higher degree in basic training, and it is now more common for practicing physiotherapists working in HA to have earned formal postgraduate qualifications such as master degrees and PhDs

Recommendation
The present structure of Physiotherapy Grade will be revamped taking the new roles and responsibilities into account. A new grade structure comprising Practising Physiotherapist Practitioner (PPP), Advanced Physiotherapist Practitioner (APP) and Consultant Physiotherapist Practitioner (CPP).

Conversion

Conversion of serving staff to the new structure by title is proposed as follows.

	Existing Grade Structure
	Proposed Grade Structure

	Physiotherapist II
	Practising Physiotherapist Practitioner

	Physiotherapist I
	Advanced Physiotherapist Practitioner

	Senior Physiotherapist
	Consultant Physiotherapist Practitioner


    The actual conversion process will take into consideration clinical experience, postgraduate qualifications, continuous professional education and professional competency which are areas highlighted in the Key Result Areas below.

